CINCINNATI PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

Preservation and Racial Justice
A Statement from the Board of Trustees

Cincinna Preserva on Associa on believes the recent events of
civic and social unrest in our country once again underscore dec‐
ades of disparity and distrust. The na onwide outrage following
the shocking murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis demands
that we, both as organiza ons and individuals, re‐commit to
strongly support widely held, yet una ained, values of equality
and jus ce.
.
The racism at the core of the problem is rooted in our shared
history. Throughout our research and advocacy for preserva on
of historic buildings and sites we repeatedly encounter evidence
of segrega on and past events that disclose the long‐standing
and pervasive harm that racial inequity has had on our socie‐
ty. The recent moment is glaring evidence that we have not
done enough to combat the racial inequality that s ll divides our
ci es and towns.

At Cincinna Preserva on Associa on we recognize the need to
increase the diversity of stories we tell and to engage with a wid‐
er part of the Cincinna community. As we begin the process of
dismantling decades of racism while building a new solid founda‐
on, we commit to listening and learning to work together. We
will increase our commitment to advocacy, preserva on, and
support of predominantly African American neighborhoods and
sites.
There is a great deal more to do. We look forward to reaching
out and learning about other ways that Cincinna Preserva on
Associa on can help move us toward a more just and equitable
society.
Board of Trustees, Cincinna Preserva on Associa on

WE HAVE BEEN BUSY TRACKING
DOWN HISTORY TO SHARE
STAY CONNECTED WHILE APART BY VISITING
WWW.CINCINNATIPRESERVATION.ORGTO SEE
STORIES AND PHOTOS OF PEOPLE SAVING
HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND NEIGHBORHOODS
While it is not possible to meet in person, we
have been working to make the historic build‐
ings available online. Try out our site and enjoy
preserva on! And please let us know what
type of things you would like us to highlight.
Give us a call at 513 721‐4506 or send an email
to info@cincinna preserva on.org.
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STAYING CONNECTED WHILE APART
PRESERVATION CONNECTS PEOPLE, PLACES AND HISTORY
“Cincinna Preserva on” evokes a diﬀerent meaning late‐
ly. Its ordinary meaning, referring to the work of preserv‐
ing our historic buildings and sites, seems to give way to
the more urgent threat to our health.
Everyone
at
Cincinna
Preserva on is doing what
we can on the health front
by holding online mee ngs
and postponing events. We
are also crea ng ways to
help people remain connect‐
ed to each other while
apart. You may have no‐
ced an increase in our so‐
cial media pos ng in Face‐
book, Instagram and Twi er. We have also increased the
amount of material in our monthly email up‐
dates. Eventually we will be able to host in person
events, lectures and tours.
I know I will have a renewed apprecia on for bringing the
preserva on community together a er this unprecedent‐
ed period of isola on. Touring historic buildings in person
is one of great delights of preserva on work. We get to
be together as a community and learn from each oth‐
er. We can share the experience of being in and moving
through old buildings. This direct encounter with historic
sites can engender a visceral sense of the past. The natu‐
ral materials, the cra smanship, changes over me and

even the shape of the space can all work together to
evoke sensa ons of connectedness and con nuity.
Stephanie Meeks, Past President of the Na onal Trust for
Historic Preserva on, spoke about the importance of this
a few years ago when she said, “History is our collec ve
memory, a source of wisdom and strength we can draw
on when we need it. And we need it now more than ever,
precisely because the challenges we face are so compli‐
cated and intractable. We can’t possibly navigate them
wisely without some sense of perspec ve, and some help
from the past.”
Reading about history also connects us to themes, accom‐
plishments and ideas of the past. But historic buildings
connect us in ways that have deep, uniquely moving im‐
pacts. The mo va ng force for the founders of Cincinna
Preserva on was based on this principle: ensuring that
the architectural legacy we are entrusted with is pre‐
served for future genera ons to experience, enjoy and
use for new purposes.
Nothing can replace the experience of being at a historic
site. But un l we can explore them together again, we
hope you will take a look at our website and posts. And
please give us sugges ons for more topics you would like
to read about.
Paul Muller, AIA
Execu ve Director

King Records Studio Documenta on for Na onal Register Lis ng
Cincinna Preserva on is proud to provide technical support to the King project. These drawings are an example of the type work
CPA does to advance important community projects.
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UPDATE ON WAYS TO SUPPORT PRESERVATION

...AND, if your company wants to
support Cincinna Preserva on:

New Charitable Giving Incentives Through CARES Act
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, signed
into law in late March, was designed to rescue the economy from
the devastation of the coronavirus pandemic. The legislation
also provides new tax incentives for charitable giving for both individuals and corporations.
New Charitable Deduction for Non-Itemizers
Taxpayers who take the standard deduction rather than itemizing
their deductions can now claim a charitable deduction of up to
$300 for cash donations in 2020.
Higher Deduction Limits for Individuals and Corporations
This year, individuals can deduct cash gifts up to 100 percent of
their adjusted gross income (increased from 60 percent) and the
deduction limit for corporations has been raised to 25 percent of
taxable income (up from 10 percent).
IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions
Qualified charitable distribution rules are unchanged; the
minimum age for making a tax-free transfer from an IRA to a
charity remains at 70½, and the annual limit remains at $100,000
per taxpayer. However, since cash gifts are deductible at up to
100 percent of adjusted gross income, individuals could withdraw
from their IRA and then contribute a larger amount, with the
deduction offsetting the taxable withdrawal.
Also of note: IRA required minimum distributions are waived this
year, to enable accounts to recover.
As always, donors should consult with their tax and legal advisors when considering their charitable giving.

BECOME A
CORPORATE MEMBER
Partner Membership
$500 (large organizaƟon)
All above benefits, plus
Discount for Fall Forum Luncheon ckets
Recogni on in quarterly newsle er
Logo in monthly Preserva on Updates (via
email)
Logo on website/Link to your website
Recogni on in event programs

Associate Membership
$250 (small organizaƟon)
Membership for two designated individuals
Complimentary admission to monthly programs
Discount for Spring House Tour
Recogni on on website
10% discount on publica ons

For informa on on
Corporate Memberships
see our website or call at 513 721‐4506

THANK YOU TO OUR LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS
Mary & Tom Croft

William C. Martin

H. Richard Duval

Mary Piper

Barbara Ebel*

Emily Rauh Pulitzer

Cornelius Hauck

Sue Sheld

Estate of Mary Ellen Heinz*

Ruth Wagner Trust*

Estate of Ann Louise Helmsderfer*

Margaret Warminski

Phillip J. Nuxhall

*In Memorial
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PRESERVATION MATTERS
By Margo Warminski

Drawn‐out Davis Fight Con nues

The emba led Davis
Building at Twel h and Main streets has lived to fight another
day. Preserva on advocates were discouraged on March 3 when
Judge Dinkelacker overturned two earlier appellate decisions.
However, by March 14, the City’s Law Department had filed a
Stay and No ce of Appeal in the case.
There are now two cases being reviewed by the Court of Ap‐
peals. First, the Historic Conserva on Board‐Zoning Board of
Appeals Case: The City is now, and has been, defending the
ZBA's decision aﬃrming the HCB's decision to deny Banker's
Choice applica on for a COA for demoli on. Second, the Manda‐
mus Case: The owner, Banker's Choice, claims the City has un‐
cons tu onally taken the plain ﬀ's property, thus the Court
must order the City to compensate the property owner, Banker's
Choice. Follow CPA’s Facebook page and newsle er for updates
in this emba led case.

819 Elm Street at Risk CPA is commi ed to help save this
important post Civil War building. A er a demoli on permit was
denied by the Historic Conserva on board in 2019 the building
became the subject of court ac ons on code compliance. Court
proceedings are paused for Covid 19 but we are concerned that
this key anchor is at risk. The CPA board presented the owner

with an oﬀer to purchase but has not received an answer.

Home, Sweet Lo

The quiet river town of Bellevue, Ken‐
tucky, is about to see a rush of new residents—and industrial
chic. Long under‐occupied and underu lized, the former Grote
Manufacturing Company building on Grandview Avenue, once
the city’s largest industrial site and one of the region’s biggest
employers, has been renovated by Covington‐based Orleans
Development as 66 market‐rate apartments, using historic tax
incen ves. The studio, one‐, two‐ and three‐bedroom units will
feature open plans, soaring ceilings and concrete floors. The
building’s industrial‐style, mul ‐light steel sash were saved and
recondi oned.
The Kent project marks the city’s first large‐scale residen al con‐
version of an industrial structure. The Grote building is listed in
the Na onal Register of Historic Places under Criterion A
(historical significance) because of the company’s contribu ons
to industrial development in Campbell County. Other recent pro‐
jects by Orleans include Covington’s Boone Block and Bradford
Building condominiums, both on Sco Boulevard.
More info here: h ps://kentlo sbellevue.com/.

819 Elm Street is a contribu ng building within the 9th Street local historic district. We are way past the me when the demoli on of
such a historic building is acceptable or even a good idea from an economic standpoint.
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NEW HISTORIC DISTRICTS MARK NEIGHBORHOOD PROGRESS
In 2020, Greater Cincinna rang in the new year with new historic districts…and celebra ons of heritage.
The Warsaw Avenue Local Historic District includes 16 buildings
between Purcell and Hawthorne avenues in the East Price Hill
neighborhood business district. Centerpiece of the district is a re‐
markable trio of civic buildings on one block: a Carnegie library, a

former firehouse and the former District Three police sta on. Also
notable is the district’s high level of integrity.
The nomina on was prepared by City Studios Architects and sub‐

mi ed by Price Hill Will, the neighborhood’s community develop‐
ment corpora on. There was strong support for the district from
the community, including the East Price Hill Improvement Associa‐
on (local community council) and Price Hill Historical Society. CPA
was pleased to voice support as well. The first local
historic area on the West Side, the Warsaw district
was approved by unanimous vote of City Council on
February 5th, 2020.
Another New Historic District in Northern Kentucky
Eight days later, Newport’s Buena Vista Historic Dis‐
trict was approved by the Na onal Park Service. The
densely built industrial neighborhood on the city’s far
West Side includes over 1400 buildings constructed c.
1840 to 1930. Highlights include the former power
plant and car barn for the northern Kentucky regional
streetcar system and the former oﬃce of the An‐
drews Steel Mill: all undergoing adap ve renova ons.
A former feed and grain mill nearby also adds charac‐
ter. The project was funded by a Cer fied Local Gov‐
ernment grant from the Park Service. Buena Vista is
the seventh Na onal Register district to be listed in Newport,
which also includes the East Row, Monmouth and York Street local
districts.

THANKS TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS
Partner Members:

CincinnaƟ PreservaƟon Associate Corporate Members
1919 Investment Counsel
Joseph Clarke & Company, Inc.
Structural Systems Repair Group
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UNITED STATES PLAYING CARDS DRAWS A LOSING HAND
by Margo Warminski
The iconic former United States Playing Card factory on Beech
Avenue in Norwood is facing demoli on. The Norwood city
administra on hoped to find a developer to renovate at least
part of the complex but was unsuccessful.
The company that became United States Playing Card was
started in 1867 as Russell, Morgan and Company, printers
making mostly posters, placards and labels. They began
prin ng playing cards in 1881, with 20 employees making
about 1,600 packs a day. In 1891, they renamed themselves
the United States Prin ng Company, later changed to United
States Playing Card, reflec ng their new focus. The Playing
Card Company produced several diﬀerent brands of cards in
its long history, including Bee, Aviator, Hoyle, and Bicycle: the
leading brand in the world for more than a century.
In 1900 the company relocated to their new headquarters on
Beech Avenue. The buﬀ brick mul ‐building complex was de‐
signed by Hannaford & Sons, with iconic, four‐story bell tower

WSAI: the first built for the purpose of radio broadcas ng. Not
only was the sta on owned and operated by Playing Card
from 1922 to 1930, it was located on their main campus. Fun
fact: The sta on used to broadcast bridge lessons, which
could be heard as far away as New Zealand.

In 2009 Playing Card relocated to Erlanger, Kentucky, and its
Norwood campus has remained vacant since. In 2020 PLK
Communi es, a property management firm based in Ken‐
wood, announced plans to demolish most of the Playing Card
complex, sta ng the buildings were too deteriorated to save.
The bell tower, however, would be preserved, and the main
building may be saved as well. Updates will be provided when
available.
More company history, including a period photo:
h ps://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collec on/
p267401coll34/id/7880

added in 1926. The tower housed 12 carillon bells whose
chimes were connected electronically to local radio sta on

Link to a recent drone video of the building by Jeremy Louki‐
nas: h ps://youtu.be/KFgVWHNCwoI

June is Membership Renewal Month!
You can renew your membership online at Cincinnatipreservation.org or by using the envelope you
recently received in the mail. Or just call us at (513) 721-4506 to renew.
By renewing your membership in CPA you help build a vibrant community of people who care deeply about preserving
and celebrating our region’s extraordinary architectural and historic resources.
What You Can Do to Help with this Important Work:
 Join our Cornerstone Society with an gift of $1,000 or more.




Ask a friend to Join CPA and ask them to call 513 721-4506 or go online.
Let us know about buildings that need attention or have great stories we should be telling.
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Diana Tisue Joins CPA as
Outreach Manager By Deb Del Valle
Cincinna Preserva on Associa on is pleased to welcome Diana
Tisue as CPA’s new Outreach Manager. In the role of Outreach
Manager, Diana will be working to connect CPA members and
the Cincinna community to the important preserva on work
CPA is engaged in.
“I'm excited to work on local projects that make a big impact on
our city,” says Diana. “The preserva on movement in Cincinna
has so much poten al to impact this city over the next 50 years
and I look forward to shaping that future.”
Diana is no stranger to Cincinna or preserva on in the Queen
City. She grew up in Mt. Auburn in the Prospect Hill Historic Dis‐
trict. Her parents lived in and restored homes on the hill star ng
in the early 1970s.
“Following my dad from one project to the next, I grew up learn‐
ing the cra and sustainability of preserving old buildings,” Diana
notes.
She a ended the University of Cincinna where she studied His‐
tory and Historic Preserva on. “It was at UC where I found my
place in the preserva on world. I fell in love with advocacy.”
During her me at UC she searched for a community of young
preserva onists.
“I actually met my husband, Charles Marxen, while star ng a
student group called the Preserva on Ac on Network,” she says.

“That
student‐led
ini a ve led to the
Cincinna Preserva‐
on Collec ve which
exists today as a
place for younger
preserva onists to
get
involved
in
preserva on.”
Execu ve Director Paul Muller is looking forward to the new
approaches to outreach that Diana brings to CPA. “ Diana Tisue’s
enthusiasm for connec ng people to meaningful history of his‐
toric places will be a wonderful addi on to CPA, especially now,
as we commit to expanding diversity of the stories we tell.”
In 2016, Diana le Cincinna for Washington, D.C. to work for
the Na onal Trust for Historic Preserva on. As part of the com‐
munity outreach team, she implemented campaigns for places
like Nina Simone’s Childhood Home, Route 66, and the Tidal Ba‐
sin in Washington, D.C. She notes working with the Na onal
Trust was an incredible opportunity to see how preserva on
happens around the country and is excited to bring that energy
to Cincinna . Diana and Charles are now back in Ohio closer to
family and living in Cincinnati’s Mt. Auburn neighborhood. She
says they are excited to be in a diverse, walkable neighborhood in
a city they can’t live without.
Welcome aboard, Diana, all of us at CPA are glad your part of the
team!

CPA Revolving Fund Con nues to
Grow as First Project is Underway
on Elm Street
Cincinna Preserva on Associa on is pleased to announce that
our Revolving Fund has received a second grant from the 1772
Founda on. This Providence Rhode Island based founda on has
provided $75,000 which is already being used to support stabiliza‐
on of historic structures in coordina on with Cincinna Develop‐
ment Fund (photos to right).
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President
Arthur Sturbaum
Vice Presidents
Julia B. Carney
Robert Crapsey
Clark Sole
Judie List Sweeney
Secretary
Eric E. Landen
Treasurer
Mark Scott

June 30,6:00 p.m.

Hear it from Home, Architect Isaiah Rogers in Cincinna &
Beyond, an online talk by Paul Muller, Register at CPA website,
Free for Members.

July 7, 6:00 p.m.

Hear it from Home, The Oldest Buildings in Cincinna , an
online talk by Margo Warminski, Register at CPA website,
Free for Members.

October 23, 12:00pm Fall Forum Luncheon and Lecture: Watch for updates and
event details in the coming months

William Baumann
Michael Burson
James Gibbs
Melissa Godoy
Ashleigh Finke
Kendall Fisher
Joseph Huber
Danny Lipson
Mark Mallory
Mark McKillip
Paul Moran
Murray Monroe
Steven Rosen
Jens Rosenkrantz
Sherry Glover Thompson
Shawn P. Tubb
Margaret Valentine

Paul Muller
Executive Director
Margo Warminski
Preservation Director
Diana Tisue
Outreach Manager
Victoria Goldstein
Office Manager
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